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  Please be advised that a late fee of 
$100.00 is in regulation, and the 
Board will enforce collection of 
such.  If a licensee chooses to ig-
nore all regulations, meaning refus-
ing to pay the annual fee in ad-
vance of issuance of license, at the 
time of renewal, in December 
2005, the late fee will still be ap-
plied.  For those licensees that in-
tend to pay the full fee of $850.00 
in December of 2005, the late fee 
will still apply since the annual fee 
was not prepaid.  Additionally, a 
license will not be renewed if all 
fees, including late fees, will not be 
in the Board office in accordance 
with COMAR. 

The Board has received numer-
ous phone inquiries regarding 
the practice of advanced annual 
collection of license renewal 
fees.  Your license fee must be 
prepaid in its entirety before the 
license gets issued, renewed or 
activated.                               
COMAR 10.40.03.02.B(1)(3) 
stipulates that licensing fees 
must be paid on an annual basis.  
COMAR 10.40.03.03 states that 
“Fees are subject to change by 
action of the Board of Podiatric 
Medical Examiners.  All licen-
sees and applicants will be noti-
fied of the change.”  Half of the 
licensing fee is due one year 
prior to the license renewal, and 
the other half is due the first of 
the month of December, in the 
year in which  the license ex-
pires—December 1, 2005, thus 
allowing Board staff to process 
the issuance of licenses before 

their expiration date. 

Because the Board is a 100% Special 
Funded entity, the revenue collected 
from licensing fees covers the operat-
ing costs of the Board.  The Board is 
permitted to maintain ONLY 25% - 
30% of the allocated operating budget 
carryover fund balance.  Therefore, if 
the Board collected all fees every 
other year, the fund balance and oper-
ating budget would be severely 
skewed.  Every other year the carry-
over fund balance would be signifi-
cantly higher than 30%, thus placing 
the operating budget and moneys 
allocated for the next fiscal year in 
jeopardy of being cut.  For example, 
in FY 2004, the carryover fund bal-
ance was higher than the allowed 
30% fund balance carryover by 
$2,000.00 only .  The moneys were 
taken from the Board’s Special Fund 
and placed in the General Fund.  
GONE! 
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Billing Fraud      

  The following is an excerpt from 
PM News—July 20, 2004, Issue 
#2032 

“At least two podiatrists in our 
state are under investigation for 
alleged fraud regarding billing for 
nursing home services.  On each 
visit, the provider billed for a 
CPT 99311 with CPT 11721.  As 
justification for the 99311, a pre-
printed lower extremities systems 
review was place in the chart-
with the same information each 
time, and for the same patient.” 

Unfortunately, the Board discov-
ers this kind of alleged fraud too 
often.  Fraud complaints are gen-
erated by a patient or by insur-
ance companies.  The patient’s 
complaint usually centers around 
the type of treatment given, or 
claimed not to have been per-
formed, or the cost of services.
  

Insurance generated disputes are 
the result of internal auditing 
precipitated by fees above the 
usual and customary.  

The Board receives the patient’s 
complaint.  Upon review, what 
might appear to be a fee dispute is 
revealed to actually involve pad-
ding of bills, fee fragmentation 
and /or over utilization.  All of 
these manipulations to generate 
fees are illegal. 

If you have coding or billing 
questions, ask the Board your 
question.  The Board will get 
back to you with an answer.  
Remember that it is better to ask 
than to end up needing the ser-
vices of a healthcare attorney. 
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